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1 & 2 CHRONICLES: King, Eternal, Immortal, Invisible

House of Yahweh

Ch romnic leS has a freshness and valor all its own.” The Hebrew title means “The Events of the

Days” like a journal. These two books cover the same period of Hebrew history as described in 2 Samuel, 1
and 2 Kings, but from a priestly perspective. The theme centers on the worship of Yahweh at the temple in
Jerusalem.

First and Second Chronicles were originally a simple continuous Hebrew work that was divided as a
matter of convenience by the Greek Old Testament translators of the Sepruagint (LXX). The name
“Chronicles” was penned by Jerome in his Latin Vulgate Bible (A.D. 385-405). He called it “Chronicles of
the Entire Sacred History.”

Chronicles concentrates on King David and his successors in the land of Judah with only selected
comments about the Northern Kingdom as it relates to the South. It is an interpretation of the history of Israel
from a special religious point of view as it relates to the Covenant and the temple.

AUTHOR: is not stated in the books of Chronicles. According to Jewish Talmud, Ezra wrote “his book
and Chronicles—the order of all generations down to himself.”

The author is called “The Chronicler” suggesting he was a historian and possibly a scribe, priest or Levite.
He had access to temple archives and government records. Internal evidence also suggests the author may
have also written the books of Ezra and Nehemiah because the language, literary style of all three works are
similar. The first three verses of Ezra (1:1-3) are almost the same as the last two verses of 2 Chronicles
(36:22, 23). In the Hebrew Bible, Ezra-Nehemiah is considered one book with Chronicles at the very end of
the Hebrew Bible.

The content of these books suggests a priestly authorship because of the emphasis on the Jerusalem
temple, priesthood, theocracy, covenant with David and Judea. The Chronicler was evidently someone
looking back upon the captivity and had a close connection between Ezra and Nehemiah.

DATE: when Chronicles was written appears as Clyde Francisco suggest, “at a much later date than
Kings.” It looks at Jewish history from the perspective of the post-Babylonian exiles who have returned to
Jerusalem. The sixth generation following Zerubbabel are listed (1 Chron. 3:17-21) which would be about
400 B.C. as well as Persian coins (darics) in 1 Chron. 29:7.

The time covered is from Adam to the end of the Babylonian Exile at the decree of Cyrus, king of Persia,
who allowed the Jewish captives to return home to Judah. Cyrus’ decree is usually dated ¢. 538 B.C.
Zerubbabel first returned to Jerusalem in 535 B.C. and the temple was completed in 516 B.C. Nehemiah
returned to Jerusalem in 444 B.C.

Probably the best estimate for the date of writing of Chronicles is around 400 B.C. It is quite certain it was
not compiled before 400 B.C.

PURPOSE: of the Chronicler was to encourage the despondent and discouraged workers who had
returned to Jerusalem after the exile with Zerubbabel to repair the wall of Jerusalem and begin work on
rebuilding the temple.

David is the central personality because of the covenant, the temple and the greater temple coming in the
future. The purpose of Chronicles was the building and rebuilding of the temple of Yahweh. God’s dealings
with Israel, Judah and David all relate to that central purpose. The master passion of David was to build the
temple, but God denied him that privilege because he was a man of war so his son Solomon became the
builder instead (1 Chron. 22:8).

Because of this emphasis on the temple and the Covenant, Chronicles has priestly views and overtones of
the kingdom. The author’s one objective is to show how important the temple is in the life of the nation and
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