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Matthew 27:51

Who Tore the Veil?

The Tabernaclein the Wilderness and the Temple in Jerusdlem were divided into two special rooms. The
Holy Place and the Most Holy Place or Holy of Holies was divided by a thick woven vell.

The Holy of Holies was the most sacred place on the earth. It was the place that symbolized the presence of
God with His chosen people. Only one person could enter that room, and only on one very special day of the
year. On the Day of Atonement the high priest would make atonement for himself and then entered into the
Holy of Holies and made atonement for the people.

The moment Jesus cried out from the cross, “It isfinished!” and died that thick curtain wastorn from the top
to the bottom (Matthew 27:51).

Until that historic moment the veil in the Temple declared, "Keep out!" “Do not enter!” However from that
moment on the torn veil declares, “Whosoever will comeon in!”

THE VEIL IN THE TEMPLE

Moses was given instructions by the LORD God to construct the Tabernacle in the wilderness. It wasthe
place where God in His grace came down and met man. It would be the symbolic dwelling place of the God
of Israel with His people. In this“tent of meeting,” at the center of the Isragli camp, were two rooms. One
was called the Holy Place, which was separated, by a curtain or veil from the Holy of Holies also called the
Most Holy Place. The weaverstook strands of blue, purple and scarlet thread and wove them into awhite
linen fabric so that these colors formed amosaic of cherubim, the guardian of God's holiness, which barred
all entrance into the Holy of Holies.

The LORD God described the vell for Mosesin Exodus 26:31-34. “Y ou shall make a veil of blue and purple
and scarlet material and fine twisted linen; it shall be made with cherubim, the work of a skillful workman.

Y ou shall hang it on four pillars of acacia overlaid with gold, their hooks also being of gold, on four sockets
of silver. Y ou shall hang up the veil under the clasps, and shall bring in the ark of the testimony there within
the veil; and the veil shal serve for you as a partition between the holy place and the holy of holies. Y ou shall
put the mercy seat on the ark of the testimony in the holy of holies.”

Thisloose-hanging four-inch thick sixty feet by thirty feet curtain was there to keep sinful man out of the
Most Holy Place. That thick imposing veil in the Holy of Holies symbolized that which separated sinful man
from the holy presence of Y ahweh. The only way sinful man could ever approach amost holy God is by
means of blood. The vell shut out and kept everyone from further approach. The curtain hung there asif to
say, “Do not enter.”
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say, “Do not enter.”

The only individua who had permission from God to enter into the Most Holy
Place was the high priest, and he could enter in behind the veil only on the
Day of Atonement with blood of sacrifices to sprinkle on the veil and the
Mercy Seat. No one could approach the LORD God without passing the
brazen atar with the bloody sacrifice. That huge veil kept everyone out of the
Most Holy Place. Thereit hung in the Temple on the day Christ died.

The setting

Let’sjourney now to the afternoon of the crucifixion of Jesus. He has been
hanging on the cross since around 9 a.m. Suddenly around noon arterrible
thick darkness hung over Calvary and lasted for three hours. Asthe three
hours of suffering was coming to an end at 3 p.m., Jesus cried out in God-
forsakenness, “My God, My God, why have Y ou forsaken Me?’ It wasthe
bitter cry of the divine sufferer experiencing the bitter dregs of spiritual
suffering as the Lamb of God. Jesus was voluntarily laying down Hislife for
the redemption of the human race. It is beyond our human ability to
understand the depths of His spiritual suffering in those three hours. He was
God forsaken of God in the temporarily broken fellowship with His heavenly
Father. Jesus suffering was so terrible that God hid it from the eyes of
depraved mankind.

Hereisthe awful climax of the suffering of the Son of God. He was
“wounded for our transgressions’ this Lamb of God. Christ was offering
Himself asthe “ransom for many.” The precious blood of Jesus Christ
redeemed us. In this spiritual suffering and death Jesus paid our sin debt to the
righteousness of a holy God. Jesus on the crossfelt the way alost sinner in hell
feelswho has never put Hisfaith in Christ to save him. He was suffering the
wrath of God against the sinner. He bore our punishment in His atoning death.

Some of the people thought Jesus was crying out for Elijah to cometo His
rescue. A Roman soldier hearing His cry, “1 thirst,” was moved by sympathy
and took a sponge filled with sour vinegar wine and pressed it to the lips of
Jesus. With His senses revived momentarily and His parched lips and throat
moistened, He gained strength to shout, “It is finished!” In that moment the
work of redemption was completed. Nothing was left undone. It was a shout
of triumph and victory. With aloud voice of a Conqueror He shouted,
“Donel” “Complete!” “Finished!” The job He came to do in His incarnation
was completed in full. The work of redemption was perfected and nothing else
needed to be done by anyone. Jesus said, “Father, into Thy hands | commend
My spirit” and He died. Jesus sent His spirit back to the Father. His death was
afree act of will, handing His spirit back to God. Jesus died avictor. It wasa
triumphant shout of victory.

In that horrible moment Matthew, Mark and Luke tell usthe thick veil or
curtain that separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place in the Temple
was torn in two from the top to the bottom. “ And behold, the veil of the
temple wastorn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks
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temple wastorn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks
were split” (Matthew 27:51).

The veil in the temple

Thevell or curtain referred to is the loose-hanging four-inch thick curtain that hung between the Holy Place
and the Holy of Holies. There was something about the tear itself asthe veil hung there in two parts that was
obviousto anyone observing it that it wastorn from the top to the bottom. No man could have done it. Two
men could not have torn it by grabbing hold of it at the center standing on the floor and pulling at it. It was
not jerked apart by a couple of men. The veil did not shake to pieces. It wastoo thick and cross-stitched and
inner woven. The Temple was not damaged in any way that day. The timing of the split veil isthe critical
factor. The moment Jesus died the veil wastorn from the top to the bottom and then the earth shook and
rocks were split. No violence was done to the Temple or any of its quarters.

The tearing of the veil was independent of the shaking of the earth. The ripping apart of the veil wasthe
result of the shout from the cross by Jesus, “It isfinished!” The same cry would be the cause of the earth to
shake. At the moment Christ shouted the curtain was severed completely asif agreat hand reached down and
ripped it apart from the top to the bottom.

It was clearly cut by an invisible hand from top to bottom. No hand of sinful man tore the veil. Nothing was
displaced in the Temple. Only the torn curtain was affected. There it hung in two pieces; split down through
the middle. It was not randomly torn here and there. The vell was of such tough fabric and so woven that it
could not have been rent in twain by an earthquake or falling of alintel.

The eye witnesses

How do you know these events actually took place? There were eyewitnesses at the evening sacrifices which
began every day a 3 p.m. Thiswasthe day leading to the Passover which began at the setting sun. No one
would be late for this great day of Preparation as people brought their Passover lambsto be slain by the
priests.

The priests were busy preparing the daily evening sacrifices. Those who were working in the outer court and
in the Holy Place before the curtain doing their duties would have seen either the actual tearing of the veil or
theimmediate results before their very eyes. All at once, at the moment of Christ’s death the veil that
separated a most holy God and sinful man was gone! The veil of separation that hung there in the Tabernacle
and in the Temples of Solomon, Zerubbabel and Herod was no more effective. These eyewitnesses' attention
was suddenly drawn to the inner sanctuary. The priestsin front of the veil in the Holy Place engaged in their
responsbilities saw it happen. God in His perfect timing had witnessestherel

What was the effect of the torn veil that day on those eyewitnesses? After the Day of Pentecost “a great
many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith.” One after another they kept turning to the Lord
(Acts6:7).

Who tore the veil?

Each of the Gospel writersimplies God did it! God is behind the drama. God caused the curtain that was
hanging in the Temple to tear in two, from top to bottom.

The critical thing in this awesome event isthe timing of the tearing of the vell. It happened precisely the
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moment when Chrigt died. It is no coincidence when you keep in mind the purpose of the vell wasto keep
sinful man from approaching God'’ s presence, and the perfect substitutionary atonement of the Lamb of God.
Precisely at the moment when Jesus died God struck the giant veil of separation in a straight line downward
completely through it. It wastorn gpart at the loud death cry of the divine substitute. God did it! “Finished!”
“Done!” “Complete!l” God is satisfied with the sacrifice of His Son for sin. His work was done. It was now
completed. It was the cry of accomplishment and victory. With that shout of victory the veil was tornin two.

Mark writes, “ And Jesus uttered aloud cry, and breathed His last. And the vell of the temple wastorn in two
from top to bottom” (Mark 15:37-38).

It isasif God in person acts, as any devoted Jewish father would have done standing by Hisown Son’s
deathbed. He rent His garments. The customary Jewish mourning gesture of a father was to tear his outer
garment. Because God reached down and tore the veil in two we now have full and free entrance into the
presence of God through His Son, Jesus Christ.

God threw open the Mogt Holy Place to all men. The way is open now for al men to come boldly to the
throne of grace through the atoning desth of Christ. Following the supernatural tearing of the veil came the
supernatural earthquake.

Thetearing of the vell reminds us of the vicarious substitutionary sacrifice of the Lamb of God.
THE VICARIOUS SUBSTITUTE

The scene at the Temple was never a pretty picture. It was never intended to be beautiful. It isa picture of
our human depravity. It isa picture of our wickedness. It is a picture of the wages of sin. Without the
shedding of blood there is no remission for our sins.

Mercy Seat

Inside the Holy of Holiesin the Tabernacle was the wooden chest, which contained the Law, a pot of manna
and the budded rod of Aaron. It was atestimony and symbol that God was present with His people. The top
of the Ark of the Covenant was a slab of pure gold called the Mercy Seat. It wasthe kapporeth or the cover,
“covering” or removal of Sn by means of the expiatory sacrifice. Thislid cover of the ark was where God
made propitiation. It was the place where the blood of the sin offering was sprinkled, whereby atonement
was made and the wrath of God was turned away. Justice and mercy met on the Mercy Seat. The blood of
the offering was sprinkled, whereby atonement was made. The blood of the innocent sacrifice met the
demands of the Law of God. It wasthe Old Testament throne of grace where Jehovah exhibited His holy
presence and when God met man in grace. It was God'’s gracious provision for sinful men.

“Y ou shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the testimony which | will giveto
you. There | will meet with you; and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are
upon the ark of the testimony, | will speak to you about al that | will give you in commandment for the sons
of Isragl” (Exodus 25:21-22).

All thisis symbolism of course, and behind the symbolism is the reality of aholy and righteous God who
reached down to sinful man in love and grace. His holy and righteous demands were satisfied in the sacrifice
of Hisinnocent Son who died as atonement for sinful man.

Matthew and Mark make it clear—the rending of the veil followed immediately upon the death of Christ. In
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Matthew and Mark make it clear—the rending of the vell followed immediately upon the death of Christ. In
deed, it isaccurate to say it “occurred at the moment of that death.” It was through the death of Christ that a
way into the heavenly sanctuary was opened. The only person who could die the only kind of death that
would satisfy the justice of God and save lost mankind was Jesus Christ.

It was avoluntary sacrifice. He chose to die for our sins. He choseto diein our place.
Everything revolves around the sacrificial death of Jesus.

There was no longer any need for the high priest to take blood within the vell to make atonement. The one
perfect sacrifice rendered all other sacrifices incomplete and ineffective. Only the blood of Jesus cleanses us
fromdl sin (1 John 1:6-9).

“For it isimpossble for the blood of bulls and goatsto take away sins. . . . By thiswill we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. Every priest stands daily ministering
and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; but He, having offered one
sacrifice for sinsfor al time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, waiting from that time
onward UNTIL HISENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET. For by one offering He has
perfected for all time those who are sanctified” (Hebrews 10:4, 10-14).

Body of Jesus was torn

Jesus “ put away our sins by the sacrifice of Himself” (Hebrews 9:26). Jesus took His own blood into the
greater Tabernacle in heaven to appear in the presence of His eternal-endless life before God the Father as
our righteousness through faith in Hisblood. He isan eternal, ever present living witness that our sin debt
has been paid in full at the cross.

The unbroken secrecy of 1500 years was now open for all mankind to view. The way into the holy presence
of theliving God is now open for al. Theinvitation is*“Whosoever will may come.” God shouts there are no
secrets. There is no secret way into a deeper experience with God!

The writer of Hebrews speaks of the “veil of His flesh” referring to the human life of Jesus offered up in
sacrifice to God. The way of approach to God has been opened up by the sacrifice of Jesus. The vell
symbolizesthe body of Jesus. His body was torn and His blood was shed to make atonement for our sins.
With His death and resurrection He opened the door to eternal life.

The“righteous for the unrighteous’ suffered and died “that He might bring usto God” (1 Peter 3:18).

The “blood of Jesus’ procured for the believer the right to enter into the holiest place where God dwells. The
atonement of Christ has removed every legal obstacle between God and believers. Our sin has been atoned
for and we have been forgiven. We have been clothed with the righteousness of Jesus Chrigt. His perfect
sacrifice for sin hasfulfilled al the demands of the law, removed the curse and the veil of separation between
us and God. Nothing stands in the way for our entering into God’ s presence.

Can you imagine what affect that torn veil hanging there in the Holy of Holies had on that Passover
celebration the day Christ died? The Door is open! Comeon in!

THE VICTORY OF THE SAVIOR

Christ isour Mercy Seat. He is our propitiation that turns away the wrath of God. He is the removal of al our
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