Romans What Must | Do to be Saved

What Must | Do to be Saved?

In many parts of the world there isa spiritua hunger and people are asking, "What must | do to be saved?"

Long ago ajailer asked areligious prisoner that same question. He received a concise answer, "Believein the
L ord Jesus, and you shall be saved you and your household" (Acts 16:31).

A Jewish lawyer approached the Lord Jesus Christ one day and asked, "What shall | do to inherit eternal
life?" What shall | do to receive my allotment in the inheritance of God? What can | do to obtain God's kind
of life?

The lawyer was asking an age-old question about eterna life. Isthere alaw that will give thiskind of life?
What can | do to obtain adynamic, full, vivacious abundant life?

Jesus answered by asking a question, "What is written in the Law? How doesit read to you?' (L uke 10:26).
This highly intelligent religious student replied by quoting two verses from the Old Testament. L uke quotes
hisresponse in Luke 10:27. "Y ou shall love the LORD your God with al your heart, and with al your soul,
and with al your strength, and with al your mind; and your neighbor as yourself."

Y ou must love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and
with all your mind. Y ou must not only love your neighbor, but you must love him as your salif.

Jesus responded by saying, "Y ou have answered correctly” (v. 28). Then Jesus quoted Leviticus 18:5, "Do
this, and you will live." Y ou gave the right answer; now go and do it.

The religious student who was talking to Jesus became very uneasy with this response and tried to change the
subject. Suddenly, he was overwhelmed with conviction that he did not live up to his own interpretation of
thelaw. Heredlized he was afailure.

Just Do It!

If you would attain to eternal life by keeping the law, then keep the law. Just do it and live.

There isonly one problem. Have you ever doneit? Have you kept the whole law every day, every hour of
your life without ever failing?

MAN'SPROBLEM

The LORD God is holy and righteous. He expects perfect holiness. 99.99% isfailure in His holy eyes. James
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The LORD God is holy and righteous. He expects perfect holiness. 99.99% isfailure in His holy eyes. James
2:10 says, "For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of dl." We
have all gotten an "F" on our spiritua report card. "If we say that we have not snned, we make Him aliar,
and Hisword isnot in us' (1 John 1:10). The Apostle Paul summarized the first two chapters of his
indictment to al mankind with these words from the Psalmist, "There is none righteous, not even one"
(Romans 3:10).

Moreover, the Bible is clear when it saysthat to be saved by keeping the law requiresthat a person keep the
whole law perfectly, all the time. No exception is allowed. The law must be kept, al of it, without any
omission, or failures, or exceptions, al of the time, twenty-four hours aday, al of your life.

Only one person has ever kept the law perfectly. Jesus Christ the Son of God was without sin. He never
persondly experienced sin. His heavenly Father declared three times, "Thisis My beloved Son in whom | am
well pleased.”

No oneis saved by law keeping

Romans 3:20 can not be any clearer. "By the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His[God's] sight;
for through the law comes the knowledge of sin." Sinful man can not live up to the holy demands of God's
law. No oneisrighteousin the eyes of God.

Again, Paul gives asummary statement when he writes, "Thereis no distinction; all have snned and fall short
of the glory of God" (3:22-23).

The purpose of the law wasto reveal sin. "Through the Law comes the knowledge of sin” (v. 20). The law
brings knowledge and conviction of sin. Paul adds, "I would not have come to know sin except through the
Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, 'Y ou shall not covet™ (7:7). In
another letter he wrote, "But the Scripture has shut up all men under sin" (Galatians 3:22). It locked usup in
prison and threw the key avay.

The law was never intended to be a means of salvation for anyone. It's purpose wasto point out our
weakness and failures and lead us to Christ so we would put our faith in Him to save us.

Everyone has sinned in God's sight. There are no exceptions. All are without merit in His presence. "Thereis
no difference” between the immoral, the salf—righteous or the religious person. Why? All have personally
sinned because to break the law in even one small point isto "become guilty of al.” If you have broken the
law, ever so dlightly, you have broken the law completely and are guilty. Therefore, all have fallen short of
God's expectations.

The apostle Paul has taken painsto define and explain the fact of universal sin in Romans chapters one and
two. Our personal sins give evidence to the fact that no one measures up to the righteousness of God.
Everyone comes up short without the "glory of God." God's "glory" isthe measure of His righteousness. We
are lacking in divine righteousness, and are therefore, void of His glory.

Martin Luther said, "Men are atogether without any virtue in which they might glory.” All mankind has
universaly fallen short of God's glory. Man lacks the righteousness that God demands and is qualified as
sinful.

God's penalty for unrighteousness
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God hasrevealed Hiswrath against al snners. "For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness' (Romans 1:18). In fact,
we are storing up the wrath of God on our part for judgment day (2:5). We can't blame God or anyone else
because we are the ones who are guilty. God has given us up to fulfil our sinful pleasures (1:18-32). He has
given us up to self-destruction. We are "worthy of death” (1:32). "The wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23).
We "are without excuse' (2:1). We are dl under sin (3:9, 23; 5:8), and are all guilty before God (3:19). We are
accountable to God for our attitudes and actions.

It isafair statement that we are al "enemies’ of God (5:10). Man in his snful sateis hogtileto God. Heisa
rebel at heart.

The "wrath of God" is His settled oppostion to dl that isevil. "God islight and in Him is no darkness at all."
It isHisvery nature to be opposed to all evil. God abhors evil. He hates evil. God is opposed to sin. Sin
separates God and man and causes enmity. "He who believesin the Son has eternal life; but he who does not
obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John 3:36). However, the good news is
that God's holy wrath against sinis satisfied buy the sacrifice of Christ on the sinner's behalf.

Throughout recorded history man has tried to build bridges to God by means of good works. All of his
bridges have ended in failure.

"What must | do to inherit eternal life?' becomes"How intheworld can | doit?' | can't. All that sinful man
can do iscome and cast himsalf upon the mercy of God. "God be merciful to me asinner!”

GOD'SPROVISION

"How can aman become righteous before God?' How righteous do | have to be to be good enough to please
God? Am | righteous enough? As we have just seen in the opening chapters of Romans no oneis righteous
enough to please God. The Bible saysthere is only one way we can become righteous. God has to provide
the righteousness He demands because we can not do it ourselves. God's requirement for obedience is so
great that none of us can ever live up to it. We have al snned and fallen short of God's glory. The high cost
of spiritual failure is death.

Our attemptsto keep the law perfectly ourselves as a means of salvation has been entirely set aside because
Another person has rendered this perfect obedience to the law on our behalf. God doesn't leave it to us to
satisfy the law, because "by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified in His sight; for by the law isthe
knowledge of sn." The L ord Jesus Christ saves us by keeping the law for us. The Lord Jesus has satisfied the
law and kept it perfectly.

The good newsisthat perfect obedience that God requires has been obtained by Jesus Christ. In that sense,
we are saved by obedience. "Through the obedience of the One, the many will be made righteous’ (Romans
5:19). The obedience to the Law that God requires setting us right with Him isthe work that God Himself
accepted in Christ on the cross. We stand right before God because of the perfect obedience that Jesus
performed for us.

We can not supplement it, improve on it, or add anything to it. The work of salvation was completely

finished once and for al by Jesus on the cross. God receives all sinnerswho repent and put their trust in
Christ to save them. We are justified through faith, and not through any works or obedience on our part.
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Even smple faith in Christ'swork is not awork we perform. God createsthat faith in our hearts.

To believe on Christ isto receive God's free gift of eternal life. Y ou can not do anything to set your heart
right with God. God has already done all that needs to be done in the perfect obedience of Christ.

All you can do isreceive this salvation, or eternal life, by trusting God's message that you are accepted in
Christ aone.

We are saved by grace through faith in the finished work of Christ. We are not saved by grace through
obedience. We are not saved by grace through baptism, or church membership, or speaking in tongues, or any
other religious thing. Faith is not something we do asif the emphasis was on a special kind of emotion. We
are saved by trusting ourselves to what God has aready done for usin Jesus Christ.

The believer can know heisa child of God because heis not resting on any righteousness of hisown, but his
righteousness isin Jesus Christ. God has put His righteousness to the account of the believer.

God's solution is His own imputed righteousness.

The Bibleis clear that no one may gain aright standing before God through good works because sin
contaminates all (Romans 3:19-20). When man stands before God he is neither righteous, nor able to perform
righteous deeds that will satisfy God. "All our righteousness are like filthy rags" before the LORD God
(Isaiah 64:6).

We deceive ourselves when we think we are good enough to please Him. "The heart is more deceitful than all
else and is desperatdy sick; who can understand it?" (Jeremiah 17:9). The apostle John was just as clear when
he wrote, "If we say that we have not snned, we make Him aliar and Hisword isnot in us' (1 John 1:10).

God provides arighteousness that pleases Him. It is "apart from the Law" (Romans 3:21). We do not get any
help from the law. It only pointsits finger and says, "Y ou are guilty. Y ou are afailure. Y ou can not live up to
my righteous demands.” All attemptsto live up to the law only proves our repeated failures.

All acceptable righteousnessis "apart from" the law. It is"separated from, or without making use of, or
without connection to" the law. Man can not be made right with God by good works.

However, God has made it possible for man to be justified in His sight by faith in Jesus Chrigt (v. 21). "But
now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the
Prophets, even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for al those who believe. . . " (vv. 21-
22). God makesit possible for all people to be declared right before God by faith in Chrig.

How does God's righteousness come to me? It is "by faith in Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that
believe." Faith isatrusting in Christ, and what He has done on our behalf for our salvation.

Righteousness of God by faith in Jesus Christ
Isit a cheap righteousness? Definitely not. It isthe most expensive righteousness ever conceived. It is pure
and holy. The Son of God, Jesus Christ, obtained the righteousness for us through His death for our sins. It is

the only kind of righteousness that God will accept. It is arighteous standing before God. It is God's gift to
sinful man.

Page4



Romans What Must | Do to be Saved

What the law could not do because it wasweak God did through His Son Jesus Christ. He did it "apart from
thelaw" (v. 21). It iswithout making use of the law. We need a righteousness totally outside of ourselves.
We can not produce it within oursalves. It isout of our reach.

God imputes His righteousness as a gift to the believer.

Imputed righteousnessis God's kind of righteousness and is fully compatible with His holy character. It is"a
righteousness of God" — not man. God originates it; God providesit.

How does sinful man obtain it? God gives His righteousness to all who believe. God creditsthe
righteousness of Jesus Christ to the account of the believer.

"Even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for al those who believe. . . being justified asa
gift by His grace through the redemption, which isin Christ Jesus' (vv. 22, 24).

Zane Hodge reminds us, "Through justification we acquire the very righteousness of God, which is credited
to us on the basis of faith alone (Romans 3:21, 22). Through regeneration we acquire the very life of God,
which isimparted to us likewise on the basis of faith alone. Therefore, in a moment of time we obtain both
perfect acceptance before the bar of God's justice aswell as full membership in His family."

In hisletter to the Philippian church Paul contrast his attempt through law keeping, which ended in failure,
and "that which isthrough faith in Chrigt, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith"
(3:9). If anyone could have attainted a righteousness from keeping the law it was the Jewish rabbi Saul of
Tarsus. Clearly, no one has ever received imputed righteousness by fulfilling the law. Imputed righteousness
comes by faith alone in Jesus Christ alone.

The only righteousness that satisfies God's holy demands isimputed righteousness. It is "the righteousness of
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe.” It is"being justified as a gift by His grace
through the redemption which isin Christ Jesus' (v. 24).

The very God whom we offended has Himself provided the Substitute for us. He has set forth His own Son
asthe propitiation for our sins. He has born our sin and our guilt. Jesus was at the same time the Sacrifice for
our sins and the Great High Priest who offered Himself for the sinner.

Moreover, note carefully that this sacrifice of Christ does not automatically cover everyone. It only appliesto
the sinner who hasfaith in Christ.

We are "judtified freely by His grace through the redemption which isin Christ Jesus, whom God displayed
publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith” (Romans 3:24-25).

The death of Jesus Christ isthe means whereby the wrath of God has been turned back form sinful man. His
blood means a sacrificial death has taken place. His life has been poured out as a sacrifice for sin. His shed
blood is positive proof that a death has taken place. It isalife given up in the place of another. See Romans
3:25; 8:32; Hebrews 9:12; 10:19; 1 Peter 1:19; 1 John 1:7; Revelation 1:5; 5:5; Matthew 20:28; 1 Corinthians
5:7; John 1:29.

God isthe offended person who propitiates Himsalf by the sacrifice of Christ. D. M. Lloyd-Jones well said,
"The very God whom we have offended has Himself provided the way whereby the offence has been dealt
with. Hisanger, Hiswrath against sin and the sinner, has been satisfied, appeased and He therefore can now
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